The Difference the Creed Makes

— by Dcn. Dennis Walters —

] want to conclude last month’s series on
the Creed with a few remarks on what
practical meaning the Creed has for our lives.

We saw earlier that the creeds
encapsulate a view of reality, of the way
things are. When Christians say, “I believe in
one God” who is Father, Son, and Spirit, they
are affirming that there really is one God who
is a Trinity of Persons. The creeds list things
that are objective, but they’re not always
observable. We have to rely on the
truthfulness of God who revealed them.

Computer programmers like to
distinguish between data and information.
Data are bits of objective facts that don’t
mean anything until someone puts them
together. Information is an arrangement of
data to give them meaning. The meaning lies
behind the data. The statements of the creeds
are data arranged so as to present the truth of
reality and a rule of life.

So what do the creeds mean for us in
practice? If there is only one God, then it’s
pointless to pursue religions that say
otherwise or that deny His existence. You
won’t get far. And if this one God is an all-
powerful maker of everything that is,
including Nature, then neither Nature nor

anything else created can explain why you
exist as a creature. For that, you must go to
the Source.

“The Source” is what the creeds call the
Father. Although Jews would not call God
“Father,” and Muslims think calling Him that
is blasphemy, Jesus wants you to call God
“Father” and be intimate with Him — but
neither chummy nor intimidated. Just as a
proper respect for water or fire or electricity
can make your life pleasant (and disrespect of
them can kill you), so a healthy respect for
God brings peace. The Old Testament virtue
of Fear of the Lord didn’t mean dread but a
respectful love. Real fear of the Lord is a gift
of the Holy Spirit. So you do well to ask the
Holy Spirit for it, not once but every day.

As the Son, Jesus is God with a human
face. But because he really is “true God from
true God,” as the Nicene Creed says, fear of
the Lord applies to him as it does to the
Father. You don’t take Jesus for granted or
use his name to curse. On the other hand,
Jesus is always available, especially through
the sacraments and the Eucharist. The most
practical thing you can do is take regular
advantage of them.
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Mass Intention [requested by], & parish activities

SAT. MARCH 7 Lenten Weekday
(opt. mem. Ss. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs)
Dt 26:16-19 « Mt 5:43-48
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
3‘( T Stations of the Cross prayed 20 min. before Mass

ARy

» 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Second Sunday of
of the Lent: 7 For the Deceased Members of the
Cross

Mattson Family /[fim and Ella Landini]
Second Sunday of Lent

SUN. MARCH 8

Gn 12:1-4a Confessions: 8-8:15am and 10-10:15am
12\/[?1117.11:8;3'10 t Stations of the Cross prayed 20 min. before Masses

» 8:30am MASs: ¥ Ted Cutley/Judy & Eddie Walz]

\\‘%< 9:30-10:30am Religious Educ classes  coffee Hour
o Way gr. 1-8 / in church for Stations »
‘of the f the C i
Géross of the Cross practice -

» 10:30am MASS: For the people
MON. MARCH 9

Lenten Weekday
(opt. mem. St. Frances of Rome, Religious
» 12:10pm MASS: T Russell Aiuto [Shirley & Rick
Krzyzaniak]
1:00pm Amazing Greys following Mass / FFH
7:00pm Knights of Columbus meeting / PC
TUES. MARCH 10

Is 1:10, 16-20
Mt 23:1-12

Dn 9:4b-10
Lk 6:36-38

Lenten Weekday
» 8:30am MASS: T Victor Kanta /Chris Kanta]

WED. MARCH 11

Jer 18:18-20
Mt 20:17-28

Lenten Weekday
» 8:30am MASS: T Dr. Richard Dorr

[Ellen O Sullivan and Family]
THUR. MARCH 12

Jer 17:5-10
Lk 16:19-31

Lenten Weekday

» 8:30am MASS: INT. John James: for God’s Divine
Will & Protection [a parishioner]

FRI. MARCH 13 MEATLESS FRIDAY Lenten Weekday

Gn 37:3-4, » 8:30am FIRST FRIDAY MASS: T Dick Krzyzaniak
1\/}3;13;% 1:31)'525346 [Bill and Astrida Punches]
w, 9:15am Intercessory Prayer Group / FFH

v
P ¢ 4:30-7:00pm FisH FRY DINNER / PC
> &

Wd:y * 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross
kdcf:oss Confessions heard following Stations of the Cross

SAT. MARCH 14 Lenten Weekday

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20 « Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
‘xx( 3:30-4:30pm Confessions
Yy ’Wav T Stations of the Cross prayed 20 min. before Mass

afthe » 5:00pm VIGIL MASS for the Third Sunday of
%;,-oss Lent: 7 Al Kwolek /Donna Hnizdor]
SUN. MARCH 15 Third Sunday of Lent
Ex 17:3-7 Confessions: 8-8:15am and 10-10:15am
Rom 5:1-2,5-8 1+ Stations of the Cross prayed 20 min. before Masses
n ;‘:f;‘zl éﬁfz s > 8:30am Mass: ¥ Dick Krzyzaniak
' \\;< ’ [The Krzyzaniak Family]
9:30-10:30am Religious Educ classes
Ko \Way
of the gr. 1-8 / FFH
Cross » 10:30am MASS: For the people
NEWS STUDENTS FOR LIFE
FUNDRAISING GALA on Sat.,
IN THE  March 14. Complete info at
https://tinyurl.com/sflgala2020
AREA  MEN-ON-FIRE, on the Feast of

Saint Joseph, Thurs, March 19:
prayer, Mass, fraternity, food,
spiritual nourishment, talk by John
Beaulieu. Info: contact Rory Clark:
RkcLaw@msn.com

DCN. DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:
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doesn’t speak through prophets today as He did in the Old
Testament, He still speaks. He has been active in the modern
Church, raising up saints, renewing the Church through
councils and renewal movements, and pouring out gifts. What
does all that mean for you? The Second Vatican Council
reminds us to discern the talents and spiritual gifts that we
have been given, and to use them. That will call for prayerful
reflection on your part as you learn your what your gifts are,
pray about them, and exercise them.

You belong to a Church. That means you’re not a Christian
by yourself. You belong to a group, a family, a visible society,
a kingdom. The practical upshot is that you live in the group;
you support it, you participate in it, you pray for it. The fact
that the Church is “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic,” as the
Nicene Creed says, means that you have your work cut out for
you. You need to work for unity, not only with Protestant
denominations but within the Church herself.

Holiness is a must, because without it heaven is closed to
you. Your life’s work is to seek holiness within your particular
circumstances. Your holiness also promotes the catholicity of
the Church, because it is attractive to others. Along with the
Church, you need to welcome others who are different from
you, and you need to defend the fullness of the faith with
charity. That is, of course, the apostolic faith as taught by the
hierarchy.

And here again there is work to do. The bishops need you.
They need your prayer, your cooperation, your input (even
constructive criticism), and your support. They are answerable
to God for you. And as a Catholic, you are answerable for
them, since your success as a Christian relies heavily on the
bishops.

The Holy Spirit says, “Remember the end of your life, and
then you will never sin” (Sir. 7:36). Because the Church exists
for the forgiveness of sins, you should make regular and
frequent use of the sacraments of reconciliation and reception
of Eucharist. Jesus, who is judge of the living, is in a position
to help you recognize the sins you commit and give you the
grace to repent and seek forgiveness. If you do that, you don’t
need to dread him as judge of the dead. Finally, you can use
the hope of resurrection and “the life of the world to come” to
overcome any discouragement you might feel about the state
of the world today and your own place in it.

When all is said and done, you have one fundamental
choice to make, and it is Yes or No: Do you believe what
Catholics believe and what the creeds teach? If Yes, then you
will do what Catholics do.

That is what the creeds are all about.

FAMILY LIFE SERVICES’ 35th
ANNIVERSARY GALA on Fri,
March 13. Featured speaker will be
Pam Tebow, mother of Tim Tebow
Info at FLSfriends.org/gala
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Being Prudent
Due to the flu season and as a coronavirus precaution, we will not be shaking hands at the
Greeting of Peace or receiving the Precious Blood from the same cup at the direction of the
Bishop of Lansing. — Fr. Bosco

Giving from the Heart of St Mary's: Easter Food Bags

This year, St. Mary will be collecting specific food items to create 10 Easter Food Bags that
will be distributed by Manchester Family Services. Please take a minute to look over the sign-up
sheets in the vestibule, and then sign-up for whichever item or items you wish to donate. The
items requested are 6-8 Ib hams, canned baked beans, 5 Ib bags of potatoes, black olives, green
olives, canned green beans, applesauce, 1 Ib bags of carrots, Pillsbury crescent rolls, and frozen
apple pies.

St. Mary Praise & Worship

This is a wonderful opportunity to evangelize, and you are encouraged to invite your friends
from our parish and other churches in the community. All (ages) are welcome. See you Sun.
March 22 at 7:00pm in the church. (After Lent, the meetings will return to 3rd Fridays at 7:00pm.)

Our Parish Youth Group
ST. MARY TEENS: Youth Group will meet after the 10:30am Mass today, Sun., March 8.

“Happy the one who trusts in the Lord’

This weekend is our Diocesan Services Appeal Commitment Weekend. All members of our
parish family are invited to join in support of our annual appeal. Our parish goal is $27,306.00.
No gift is too small... every dollar donated helps those in our parish and in our unified efforts in
the wider church. Further, one-half of all paid contributions received, over and above our parish
goal, will be returned to our parish for our local use here at St. Mary, Manchester.

You can submit your DSA pledge envelope during Mass this weekend — or take your DSA
envelope home to prayerfully consider your gift decision. If paying by cash or check, return your
completed pledge form, in the DSA envelope, to the parish office or next week’s collection
basket. If you wish to pay by credit card or electronic funds transfer, complete the form and put it
in the collection basket, and then enter your gift online at www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa. Every
one of our parish households is encouraged to reflect on the many blessings we have received
from the Lord and share these blessings through a generous gift to our DSA.

Career Opportunity
The Knights of Columbus has a career opportunity for a sales professional. We offer a
complete benefits package including a pension with this full-time position. In order to qualify,
one must be eligible for membership in the Knights of Columbus. For more information, please
contact Jack Jerzewski, General Agent, at 313-334-6396 or Jack.Jerzewski@Kofc.org

A Retreat for Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s)

Looking for a renewed sense of purpose and belonging? Register today for a life-changing
REFLECT weekend retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center, in DeWitt on April 17-19. Take a
chance and get involved... you won’t regret it! Cost is $185 for meals and a single room. For
details, call (586) 770-1772, email reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com

Montessori Approaches for Dementia

St. Louis Center in Chelsea will host a presentation by Dr. Cameron Camp, PhD — a noted
psychologist specializing in applied research in gerontology, and currently serving as Director of
Research and Development for the Center for Applied Research in Dementia — on Tues, March
24 from 7-9:00pm at St. Louis Center, 16195 W. Old US Hwy. 12, Chelsea. St. Louis Center’s
adult population is also aging, and there are a number of residents who have been helped by this
program. The Montessori Inspired Lifestyle® is, basically, a way of living a good life as a human
being. Persons with I/DD want purpose and meaning in their lives, to be in control of their lives,
and to be able to contribute to their communities in general. For more info or to RSVP,
contact Kelly Flaherty: TX: 734-475-8430 or email: kellyf@stlouiscenter.org

Pleage Pray for...

e Eddie Walz | e Virginia

e Gary Strong

e Sally (Lisa e Connie and
Chisnell’s Frank
mother) Stancato

e Tim Runion | e Tom Kladzyk

e Aimee e Bruce
Simpson Sommers

® Leon Ball e Duane Beuerle

e Carl Bargardi | .4 for the

e Brian Ball repose of

e Paula Saft the soul of

e Ray Seghers | +Anna Maisano

(Need Prayer? Contact the
St. Mary Prayer Tree by calling
the Parish Office at 428-8811.)

Also, please advise Parish Office
when you wish a name to be
removed from the prayer list

ﬂ Mar §..... Gayle Antonelli
: b ...Lisa Brothers
Q2Z \ar 10... Eoin Flaherty
E § Mar 11... Rosalie Boyd
B2 ...Craig Coltre
* ¥ Mar 12... Celeste Sangster

To request Masses or Sanctuary
Lamp intentions or to submit
items for the bulletin, contact the
parish office at 428-8811 or email
StMaryManchester@gmail.com
BULLETIN DEADLINE: 9 days
before publication: Friday at noon.
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OFFERING \
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church

WEEKLY COLLECTION:

Sunday, February 23, 2020
Sunday Env (69)
Welcome&Loose .
Children’s env.........
Easter decorations .
E-Giving General

Combined toward budget: $ 3,650.64
Budget goal: ...... ...$5,300.00

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Buildings & Maintenance ....$ 285.00
Blk & Indian Missions
Catholic Relief Services .

Poor Box ........ccueene. .
votive Candles................

NEED HELP?

Call (734) 994-8863 or the 24-hour
Hotline 800-712-HELP
Or visit arborwoman.com/abortion/

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION:

Need Help? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation
and healing) Call the confidential
phone line: 517-993-0291, or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group
for those struggling with same sex attraction.
“ENCOURAGE?” is a separate support group
for families & friends. Call 810-231-9199 ext.

202 or email frjohnrocus@holyspiritrcs.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Tuesdays at 7:00pm at
Manchester United Methodist

Church, 501 Ann Arbor St.




