Why the change from the
“Traditional” to “Family Based
Faith Formation”?
In a nutshell…it’s all about the family…shouldn’t it be so??? Mom’s and Dad’s want the best for their
children – yet our society has become so busy and we, as a parish, desire to give the family an
opportunity to celebrate and transmit faith in a dynamic fashion that will be relevant to the family.
Despite the wonderful spirit so active and alive here at Immaculate Conception, the disheartening
nationwide statistics are impacting our faith community as well;

The reality we faced is that the classroom model of catechizing children, a model used by the Church
for decades, no longer is working because the culture has changed so significantly. As a society we
face a crisis of the breakdown of the family unit, an increase in alcohol and drug use, as well as a
crisis in terms of anxiety, depression, mental health issues and suicide.
Many families search for the sacramental “event” for their children (Baptism, First Communion,
Confirmation) without being offered a path of true spiritual growth and active engagement in the
faith. The classroom model not only fails the families we serve, it also places a continuing drain

(financial, physical and spiritual) on the resources available to sustain it.
Life Benefits of Active Engagement in the Life of the Church—In study after study, we see
that families who actively engage in a faith community on a regular basis are rewarded with
significantly reduced likelihood of life problems and risky behaviors, and stand to significantly improve
their odds of a happier, healthier, and longer life.

What are parents to do? Achieving this active

engagement suggests that parents/families should
seek to:
Pursue a personal relationship with Jesus
Develop a regular rhythm of participation in
Mass and in the life of the parish
•
Pursue opportunities to learn and grow in the
fullness of our faith
•
Recognize Christ’s presence in ordinary
moments of daily life.
•
•

So, we asked ourselves: How can we as a parish support our families on this new path of spiritual
growth and engagement in the life of the church?
•
•
•
•

Connect: Help people belong
Worship: Bring liturgy to life and life to liturgy
Grow: Live, learn and teach
Serve: Reach out to others

