
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   August 9, 2020 

Readings for Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:11-13 
 The prophet Elijah lived about 800 years before Christ.  Because 
he was loyal to God, he fell into disfavor with King Ahab and Queen 
Jezebel.  He had to flee for his life to Mount Horeb (also known as Mount 
Sinai).  As you listen to today’s passage, it will be helpful to know that 
wind, earthquake, and fire were traditional Old Testament expressions of 
God’s presence.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 
 In chapters 9 to 11 of Paul’s letter to the Romans, he addresses 
the painful question of why the majority of Jewish people failed to accept 
Christ.  These were Paul’s own people and he was personally hurt by this.  
He still loved his Jewish heritage and in today’s passage he lists seven 
wonderful blessing that God’s Old Testament people have received.  He 
then adds an eighth: Christ the Messiah. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus exhorts, “Be not afraid!” and invites believers to “Come!” despite our 
fears.  Jesus promises to stretch out his hand and catch us before we are 
overwhelmed.  In the hour of the disciples’ need, Jesus came to them.. 
When the wind was threatening and life became stormy, Jesus was there 
to help.  Peter follows Jesus’ command to join Jesus on the water.  As 
Peer would sink, he held on even more tightly.. Even Peter’s “failures” 
brought him closet and closer to Jesus.  Peter’s failure only made him love 
and trust Jesus more. 

 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

The demands of family can be so overwhelming we feel walking on water 
would be easier.  When Jesus was pressured, He dismissed everyone, so 
he could be “by himself and pray.”  When overwhelmed and stressed, go 
to a quiet place and surrender your pressured feelings to the Lord using 
Peter’s prayer in today’s gospel: “Lord, save me.”  
 

Stewardship Reflections 
“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the 
water toward Jesus.”    - Matthew 14:29 
 

When you hear Jesus calling, do you respond immediately and trust that 
He knows what He’s doing?  If so, you are walking on water!  When we 
say “yes” to Jesus, we feel the power of his presence in our lives.  We can 
feel the freedom it gives us!  Listen how Jesus is calling you to live the 
extraordinary life He has intended for you.  

Individual Rite of Penance 
(aka “confessions”) have resumed 
at 9 am on the second and forth 
Saturdays of the month.   
Because of the pandemic and the 
protocols that we are to follow, 
these are the guidelines that we 
will be following: 
 

Masks must be worn in Church 
at all times.   

Only one person will be admitted 
in the church at a time.   

You must sanitize your hands as 
you enter & exit the Church. 

Only one Church door will be 
open to enter and exit the 
narthex. 

There will be a reconciliation 
room setup in the church 
narthex.  There will only be one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

Each penitent will have the 
option to celebrate the 
sacrament either behind a 
screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 
feet social distancing. 

Once you have finished 
celebrating the sacrament, you 
must leave the church narthex. 

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait 
in your vehicles or stand 
outside practicing social 
distancing from each other. 



Reflect, Refresh & Renew 

Virtual Evening of Prayer 

for 

Befrienders, Grief Facilitators, Pastoral Visitors, Compassionate Companions 

and ALL who visit the Sick & Homebound 

Please plan to join us for a very special evening to 

reflect on your ministry during Covid-19 and to pray 

for refreshment and renewal as we move forward in 

these challenging times.  Through the amazing 

technology of Virtual Meetings, we have the 

opportunity to gather, reflect, pray and support each 

other while following restrictions and safety 

precautions. 

 If you are new to virtual meetings, we will help 

you connect! 

 If you would like to participate in a small group 

at your parish, that is available too! 

Wednesday 

September 9, 2020 

6:30 PM 

To Register 

There is no fee to attend, however registration is required to receive the link to the  
online meeting, handouts and materials prior to the event. 

 

Contact Lori Becker at 989-797-6652 or lbecker@dioceseofsaginaw.org 

OR 

Call your parish to register for the small group gathering 
 

NOTE: Registration deadline is Monday, September 7, 2020 


